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Published May 03, 2008 10:06 pm - Stripling’s General Store was named a finalist
in the recent Georgia Family Business of the Year competition in the Small
Category (fewer than 50 employees).

Stripling’s named finalist in family
business awards

Staff Reports

MOULTRIE — Stripling’s General Store was named a finalist in the
recent Georgia Family Business of the Year competition in the Small
Category (fewer than 50 employees).

The winner in the category was Parker's Heating and Air Conditioning in
Americus. Acree Oil Company in Toccoa also was named a finalist.

Turner Furniture Company, a Tifton company with a showroom in
Moultrie, was a finalist in the Medium Category.

Based in Cordele, Stripling’s opened its Moultrie facility in 2005 to
handle its mail order business.

“Our sausage is a unique, original product on which we have built a
successful business,” said company spokeswoman Ashley Goss. “It is
the backbone of Stripling’s operations. Our hot hog country sausage was
formulated around or before 1964. The recipe for the sausage has not
changed in over 40 years. Our reputation, our brand recognition, our
business has been built around this single product. We are extremely
proud of it!”

While the recipe hasn’t changed, the method for delivering it has. In
addition to the growing mail order business handled in Moultrie,
Stripling’s has two retail outlets in Cordele. The three together handle
more than 300,000 pounds of sauage a year.

As part of the selection process, Goss said, the company had to answer
questions about family dynamics both within and outside the business.

“The judges were looking for a well-rounded and successful company as
well as a business where leadership has been passed to at least the
second generation; multiple family members working in the company or
on the board of the company and owning the business; civic, societal,
and industry contributions,” she said.

Stripling’s averages around 40-45 employees with five of those being
family members. Ricky and Lisa Hardin own the company; their
daughters, Lindsay Fernandez and Goss, and their son-in-law, Clint
Goss, are also employeed there. Jack and Ann Hardin (Ricky’s parents)
recently retired from the operations of the company.

In 2001 Ricky Hardin was named as Grocer of the Year by the Georiga
Food Industry Association. Stripling’s jerky has been recognized by Food
and Wine Magazine as “One of the Top Ten Test Kitchen Discoveries” in
2006. The store has been featured on Paula’s Home Cooking as part of
Paula Deen’s Food Network program. Stripling’s Apple Cinnamon BBQ
was recently named as a finalist in the Flavor of Georgia Contest.

Other winners in the Georgia Family Business of the Year contest were:
« Cox Century Award, Harris Ace Hardware and Building Supply, Jesup.

« Large Business (250 or more employees), burton + BURTON of Bogart
(winner) and finalists, J&J Industries in Dalton and Jim Ellis Automotive
in Atlanta.

« Medium Business (50-250 employees), Pull-A-Part LLC of Atlanta
(winner), and finalists Traton Homes of Marietta and Turner Furniture
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CASHIER WANTED

Must be able to work Lunch 5 days and 2
nights a week. Saturday and Sunday work
are required. No exceptions. Apply in
person if you can work this schedule at
Dalton's Chicken, MORE >>
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Immediate Openings
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Vulcan All-Steel Structures, Inc.
500 Vulcan Parkway

Adel, GA 31620 MORE >>
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FORD TAURUS SE 2003 - Leather gray
interior, power windows, locks, front seats,
steering & brakes, cruise control, AC, rear
spoiler, AM/FM/CD, 84Kmi., $6500.229-
347-1041 or 890-9085 MORE >>

FORD WINDSTAR 2002, burgundy, 109k
miles, new tires, power windows & locks,
CD player, excellent condition. $5,600
neg. Call 229-317-0096 or 890-2381.
MORE >>
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BEAUTIFUL LAKE EAUFAULA. Offering
water front, water view and off water
homesites in private gated community
with private boat ramp, paved roads,
county water and underground utilities.
Prices start MORE >>

COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS One with
6,000sf & one with $9,000sf. Located on
Hwy 82 West in Tifton. Serious inquiries
call 229-386-9200. MORE >>
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JACK RUSSELL PUPPIES. CKC registered. 2
females, 1 male. 6 weeks old. Shots,
wormed, tails and dew claws clipped.
$150. Call Missy, 229-324-2786. MORE
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Company of Tifton.

Founded in 1987, the Cox Family Enterprise Center is the largest and
second-oldest center of its kind in the United States today. It began the
Georgia Family Business of the Year competition in 1991.

Read more >>
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Foreclosed homes at 50% savings. Pay $1 to get listings in your
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